COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT POLICY STATEMENT FOR THE 

DAVENPORT UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES

I. Policy purpose

This policy is a statement of the operating guidelines for the selection,   acquisition, evaluation, and maintenance of print and electronic resources for the Davenport University Libraries.

II. General statement

The Davenport University Libraries exist to support the mission and goals of Davenport University.  The primary role of the collection is to meet the information needs of the students and faculty. The collection supports all components of the curriculum, providing a basic reference collection and materials supplementary and ancillary to courses. The collection should also contribute to the general education and intellectual interests of faculty, staff, and administration.

The collection is supplemented by the securing of resources through interlibrary loan, and by negotiating contracts for access to electronic information materials.

III. Responsibility for selection

Authority for resource selection rests with the University librarians.  Selection is the shared responsibility of the library’s professional staff and the University faculty.  Student and staff requests for the acquisition of materials are also welcomed and encouraged.

IV. Criteria and application of criteria according to format

The quality of content and fulfillment of academic curricular needs are the most important criteria.  Specific considerations in choosing individual items include some or all the following:

1. Validity and currency of the material

2. Quality and variety of format

3. Timeliness or permanence

4. Cost

5. Authority of the author and publisher

6. Weakness of the collection in a particular subject area

7. Availability of material elsewhere in the system

8. Ease of access and usability of content

Formats


1. Print Books: Generally, the library will purchase only single copies.  When a book is available in both paperback and bound copy, the choice is based on expected use, lasting value of content, and cost differential.  Textbooks are not normally acquired.  

2. E-Books: The library will purchase either a single use copy or multi-user copy depending on price and potential usage.

3. Serials:  The library acquires serials (periodicals, annuals, standing orders, proceedings, etc.) to support and strengthen the subject areas according to the general criteria listed above.

4. Streaming Videos, DVDs and Other Media:  Media materials are evaluated using the general criteria applied to books. Additional considerations are quality of production, licensing limitations and copyright restriction.

5. Electronic resources:  The Davenport Libraries subscribe to many databases that support the general, health, technology and business curricula.  
These databases are evaluated for:

a. Currency, authoritativeness, and completeness

b. Uniqueness of content, capabilities, or features

c. Ease of access and usability of content
d. Cost 

6. Gifts:  Gifts are welcome additions to the library collection with the understanding that the library retains the right to determine which items are to be added based on criteria for purchased material.  Appraisal of gift items is not the responsibility of the library.  The library cannot accept gifts under restricted conditions.

7. Web sites:  Web sites will be considered for inclusion in the catalog if they are reviewed by the librarians and deemed to support the curriculum or be of general interest using the following criteria:

a. Authority - The author or affiliation of the governing body should be clearly stated.

b. Accuracy – Information on the Web site should be reliable and free of grammatical, spelling, and other typographical errors.

c. Bias – Information should be presented objectively and should represent differing viewpoints.

d. Currency – Revision dates should be clearly indicated.  

V. Collection maintenance & evaluation

Weeding, or the removal of materials from the print collection, is an integral and ongoing aspect of collection management.  It is the responsibility of the librarians to review the collection and recommend items for removal.  Materials should be evaluated for removal at least once a year. Candidates for removal include:

· Superseded editions

· Materials which cannot be repaired, or for which the cost of preservation exceeds the usefulness of the information contained

· Older titles, in areas where currency of data is important
VI. Intellectual Freedom

Davenport University Libraries recognizes that free access to ideas and full freedom of expression are fundamental to the educational process. Accordingly, the library purchases materials that represent a wide variety of viewpoints. To this end, the library subscribes to and complies with the Intellectual Freedom Statements and Policies of the American Library Association, including, but not limited to, the American Library Association Library Bill of Rights.
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